THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Minister had not informed him of the projected action
against Merida, as if the Minister was under an obligation
to inform his subordinates of what he was intending to do
outside their territory. On the other hand, the Central
Army, without any previous authority from the Minister,
had just made its unfortunately celebrated attack on
Garabitas, which had cost more than 5,000 lives and was
a complete disaster.

By return of post the Minister replied to this document,
rejecting for the second time the proposal of an offensive
against Brunete, giving strong technical reasons and
explaining the importance of the projected operation
against Merida. The letter finished by telling the Com-
mander of the Central Army that he must get concrete
information about the actual position of the enemy in front
of his Army and inform the Minister whether he considered
it wise to use the seven Brigades on the Extramadura
Front.

On the following day the Commander of the Central
Army realised that after the orders he had received he
must proceed at once to move the forces under his com-
mand to the positions assigned to them. But during the
afternoon of the same day a General, a "friendly adviser",
came to my office telling me that no aircraft could take
part in the action against Merida, because it was needed
on other fronts. For several days past I had realised the
possibility that the Communists were trying to hold up
this action, and after listening to the "friendly adviser"
I was convinced that it could not be carried out. I simply
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